Storm Water Management

Let’s sum it up!

Storm Water Management
Water Quantity

Water Quality
For most counties, the County Surveyor is
either responsible for, or is involved in, seeing
that we keep our waters clean. One way they
achieve that goal is by interpreting and imple‐
menting Stormwater requirements mandated
by the Environmental Protection Agency under
the federal Clean Water Act’s National Pollut‐
ant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permitting program.
In Indiana, these programs, administered by
the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM), require Indiana Counties
to follow specific guidelines for managing
stormwater discharges from government (Rule
13) and construction (Rule 5) activities. As a
component of these requirements, Surveyor’s
across Indiana have
developed detailed
Storm Water Man‐
agement Ordinances
and Technical Stan‐
dards in their coun‐
ties. Every day, sur‐
veyors are managing
the water quality impacts of urban stormwater
and are ensuring that their communities are in
compliance with these federal programs. By
doing so, they are preventing pollution while
avoiding hefty fines.
Additionally, the County Surveyor often sets
minimum standards for filter strips which pre‐
vent valuable topsoil from running off into our
rivers and streams. They are also responsible
for ensuring proper construction on regulated
drains including grading, drainage structures,
and erosion control practices.
Keeping our waters clean is one of the main
concerns and/or responsibilities of the County
Surveyor.

On any given day, your County Surveyor
and their staff may be in the field working
on section corner perpetuation or on a
county regulated drain. They may be in the
office discussing the next big development
coming to your county, or having a public
hearing for a drainage board concern. They
may be helping a constituent
understand a land surveying
description, or
explaining
technical specifications to a
contractor on a construction
project.
They may be
certifying
an
alcoholic
beverage permit, or meeting
with state and federal agencies
concerning permit conditions
for a regulated drain project.
The duties of your County Surveyor are
many, but a large focus of what they do is
meant to reduce flooding, while
maintaining clean water in our lakes,
ponds, regulated drains, rivers, streams and
wetlands.
Your Indiana County Surveyor is there
to help properly manage and coordinate the
growth of our Indiana communities, while
at all times being a good steward of our
natural resources and tax dollars.
If you have any questions, please visit
your County Surveyor’s office.
Their
technical assistance and guidance are an
extremely valuable asset. Find out what
your Indiana County Surveyor can do for
you!
This brochure was prepared by the
Indiana County Surveyors Association

www.indianacountysurveyors.org
with the assistance of Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.

The
Indiana
County Surveyor
The Indiana Constitution officially estab‐
lished the County Surveyor as an elected office.
Like many county offi‐
cials, the County Sur‐
veyor is elected to a
four year term. Due to
the technical nature of
the position and the
expertise required, the
surveyor has no term
limits.
The obligations of
an elected County Sur‐
veyor are addressed in
Indiana Code: Title 36, Article 2, Chapter 12, Sec‐
tions 1 to 15.
Various Indiana Codes and Indiana Adminis‐
trative Codes govern how a County Surveyor per‐
forms these obligations. The County Surveyor is
also guided by Federal requirements (such as the
Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species
Act) which are admin‐
istered by agencies
such as the US EPA,
US Army Corps of
Engineers and the US
Fish and Wildlife Ser‐
vice.
This brochure will lend some assistance in
understanding the complexities of the Indiana
County Surveyors’ Responsibilities.

The County Surveyor is a county’s tech‐
nical authority on drainage. Every county has
a Drainage Board, and every County Surveyor
is an ex‐officio member of the Board. This
means the Surveyor manages the construction,
reconstruction, vacation/removal and mainte‐
nance of all regulated drains and proposed
regulated drains.
Indiana soils are not inherently condu‐
cive to farming. The soils are clay and the wa‐
ter tends to sit rather than drain making for a
swampy environment. In the 1800’s, Indiana
farmers started to get together and create
community drains which everyone paid to
maintain. Today, Indiana county surveyors are
responsible to ensure that these regulated
drains function. This is of the utmost impor‐
tance to the entire community to prevent
flooding.
The
Surveyor is
responsi‐
ble for the
field inves‐
tigations
of drains,
and devel‐
ops drain‐
age studies and technical specifications for
work performed on tile drains and open
ditches. They are responsible for reconstruc‐
tion petitions, new drain construction, and
Public Hearings concerning maintenance
funds. They often supervise the investments of
the assessments collected to support or main‐
tain the Regulated Drain Infrastructure. Your
County Surveyor works hard to try and protect
citizens from flooding and drainage problems.

Site Development
When development occurs in your
county or community, the County Surveyor
often works hand in hand with other com‐
munity officials to ensure the existing resi‐
dents are not negatively impacted. Their
efforts help protect the neighbors upstream
and downstream from pollution and flood‐
ing while the work is underway and after it
is completed. The Surveyor deals not only
with developers, but also with the people
developers hire. These could be architects,
attorneys, design professionals, engineers,
environmental consultants, planners, pro‐
ject managers, surveyors and their techni‐
cians.
Whenever development occurs, be it a
single family home on rural acreage, an en‐
tire subdivision, a strip mall, or an indus‐
trial park, the County Surveyor is there to
help guide the process and review the plans.
A review of the information contained
within the County Surveyor’s Office (maps,
surveys, topos, aerials or even the technical
requirements for the submission of the
plat) can be very instrumental in a smooth
transition from planning through construc‐
tion to completion.

Section Corner Perpetuation

Geographic Information Systems
GIS

Did You Know?

Every deed, parcel, and legal land docu‐
ment in the State of Indiana is tied into the
original survey performed in the early years
of settlement. Section corner stones were
set to mark each square mile of the State.
In order to prevent gaps and overlaps of
land ownership it is of the upmost impor‐
tance that these markers are maintained.

Counties have led the way in the State of
Indiana to produce geographic information
systems and County Surveyors are at the
forefront of the GIS process in their coun‐
ties. They have often been the “champions”
of the efforts to start a GIS. They may be
the GIS Mapping Coordinator, the Chair of
the Policy Committee, or even house the
entire GIS within the County Surveyor’s
Office. And why not? GIS is a computer
based smart map that can be queried.
What office in County government has the
maps? The County Surveyors Office!

Your County Surveyor is a member and
technical advisor to your County Plan Com‐
mission. They also advise various technical
committees reviewing subdivisions, drain‐
age plans, and development plans. They
may also be a member of one of the various
River Basin Commissions or Regional Plan‐
ning Authorities established by the State.
In each instance, the surveyor is there to
serve as the citizens’ advocate protecting
their property and well being.

The County Surveyor is tasked with the
job of finding section corner stones, (by dig‐
ging in roadways, yards and fields) referenc‐
ing them by measurements to nearby struc‐
tures, (such as utility poles, fence posts and
buildings) and marking the location of the
section corner at the surface (of the ground,
roadways, etc.).
In each county there is a Section Cor‐
ner Perpetuation Fund that consists of
money collected by the County Recorder
when deeds are recorded.
The County Surveyor must maintain a
corner record book showing original gov‐
ernment section corners, and is required to
establish, locate, and reference at least 5%
of the corners each year.

GIS may be used for so many things by
the citizens of a county. These maps in‐
clude property lines, streets, aerial photog‐
raphy, county regulated drains and their
watersheds. They sometimes include voter
precinct maps, flood zone maps, or school
district maps. These maps may provide
computer generated school bus routes to
reduce time, save money, and increase
safety.
In the left photo below is a typical GIS
image of a county courthouse square, show‐
ing property lines, street centerlines and
street names over an aerial photograph. To
the right is the same in an oblique aerial.

The Indiana Alcoholic Beverage Com‐
mission requires a state form to be signed
by the Surveyor to verify the Business Loca‐
tion for ABC permits.
The Surveyor’s office maintains informa‐
tion such as bench marks, USGS Topo
Maps, Wetland Inventory Maps, Flood Zone
Maps, Surveyors Records, aerials, and drain
files.
The County Surveyor keeps annexation
and dis‐annexation descriptions for each
city and town on file.
The Surveyor maintains a Legal Survey
Record Book for all “legal surveys” within
the county. These surveys, prepared by a
licensed surveyor resolve property disputes.

